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ABSTRACT: The Indian Knowledge System (IKS), initiated in the ancient philosophy, science and culture of the country, is also
recognized in today’s discourse. With the launch of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the Indian government is working
to integrate IKS in mainstream education to promote development opportunities for students. This article explores the impact of
government education reform on student development, focusing on the integration of IKS in the curriculum and co-curricular
activities. Analyzing policy documents, school survey reports and student feedback, the study assesses the potential of IKS to
support intellectual, emotional and cultural development. The article also discusses the challenges faced in implementing effective
reforms, such as the need for new teaching methods, teacher training and infrastructural support. This study evaluates the role of
IKS in the development of thinking, creativity and meaningful learning, highlighting its importance in making future students have
their roots as international citizens. Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS) is dedicated to encouraging and supporting research to solve
the problems of today’s society. Based on the rich tradition of Vedic literature including Vedas and Upanishads, IKS is ready to be
integrated into educational platforms. Teacher training and mentoring development model is being taken up to improve the quality
of classroom teaching in IKS classrooms. Special training centers will be set up for teachers and specific topics in Indian knowledge
will be focused on.

KEYWORDS: Vedas, Vedic astrology, Ayurveda, Yoga, IKS, Career Development, NEP 2020, Upanishads and Sanskrit literature.

INTRODUCTION HISTORICAL ASPECT

An important part of the Indian knowledge system is the way of life. It recognizes the connection between all aspects of life, from
the self to people, from people to nature, from problems to spirituality. This holistic approach is also reflected in various Indian
practices such as Ayurveda, Yoga and Prayana, which focus on maintaining balance and harmony with the environment. Another
important aspect of Indian knowledge is the importance of seeking knowledge through observation and personal experience. This
approach is reflected in the teachings of Indian sages and ancient scholars, who encourage meditation and self-reflection based on
understanding and insight. It also highlights the value of oral culture, where knowledge is transmitted through storytelling,
discussion, and debate. The oldest sacred texts of Hinduism, the Vedas, were written during this period and are considered the
foundation of Indian knowledge and philosophy. The Vedas are a collection of hymns, rituals, and mantras that were passed down
orally from generation to generation for centuries before being written down. They have extensive knowledge of rituals, sacrifices,
cosmology, ethics, spirituality, and the end of reality. They demonstrate the non-duality of the universe and the belief in the existence
of universal consciousness.

Another important school of thought, Buddhism, emerged in the 1st century BC and spread throughout Asia, influencing Indian
knowledge and thought. After the arrival of India, the Indian experience faced challenges and underwent significant changes.
Islamic leaders brought their own culture and traditions, and Europeans introduced Western education and ideas, creating a
connection between Indian and Western philosophies.

Despite these changes, Indian knowledge remains strong and growing. The Bhakti movement of the 15th and 16th centuries
emphasized devotion and love for God, while the rise of Sikhism in the 15th century synthesized elements of Hinduism and Islam.
During the Raj, there was a revival and revival of Indian knowledge and thought. The founders of independent India recognized the
importance of preserving and promoting the country's rich heritage. As a result, many institutions were set up to preserve and
develop Indian knowledge, and ancient scriptures and theories found great value in education and society
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After India gained independence in 1947, ancient scriptures and theories found great value in education and society. traditional
knowledge. from the Indian experience. Institutions such as the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), the Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs) and the Indian Council of Social Science Research (ICSSR) were set up to promote research and education in
various disciplines. Today, India’s knowledge is a combination of traditional wisdom and modern scientific advancement. Indian
scientists and institutions continue to produce significant work in many fields, including science, technology, medicine,
mathematics, philosophy, literature and art. Knowledge and thought in India continue to evolve and develop as many thinkers and
scholars continually explore and interpret ancient texts in new ways. Indian knowledge systems have influenced many fields like
science, mathematics, medicine, literature, art etc. and continue to play an important role in the development of Indian society and
cultural law.

India’s education system has undergone significant changes, especially in recent years with the integration of the Indian Knowledge
System (IKS). IKS refers to indigenous knowledge developed over centuries in areas such as science, philosophy, literature and
social sciences. It reflects India’s rich cultural heritage and intellectual history, and the government’s recent education reforms have
emphasized on promoting and integrating this process into today’s education. With the implementation of the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, the Indian government has taken steps to integrate traditional knowledge into the existing curriculum. This
reform aims to create a holistic education model guided by principles and international knowledge.

The main objectives of exploring the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) and government educational reforms for student growth are:
Preserving Indigenous Knowledge: Integrating ancient Indian wisdom, science, and philosophy into modern education.
Promoting Holistic Learning: Fostering physical, emotional, intellectual, and spiritual development in students.

Enhancing Critical Thinking: Encouraging the use of Indian methodologies for problem-solving and innovation.
Strengthening Cultural Identity: Instilling pride in Indian heritage while promoting a global perspective.

Improving Accessibility: Ensuring that reforms support equitable access to quality education across all demographics.
Boosting Employability: Aligning traditional knowledge with contemporary skill sets to improve job prospects.

© g~ wdRE

A comprehensive overview of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in higher education in India, showing how this system integrates
various aspects including a focus on schools, knowledge work, finance and utilization. This information is for reference only and
needs actual data and evidence for each year, instructions for your use:

Table 1

Dimension Details 2023

Total number of higher educational institutes
incorporating Indian Knowledge System (IKS) |~150 Institutions
in curriculum

Number of undergraduate and postgraduate
programs with 1KS-focused subjects

Allocated government funds (Ministry of
Education and other bodies) for promoting IKS [Z500 Crores (approx.)

Number of Institutes offering
IKS

UG & PG Courses in IKS ~1000 Courses

Funding for IKS in Higher

Education ; N
in universities
Research  centers dedicated to Indian
IKS Centers Established Knowledge Systems (initiated by 1ITs, NITs, |[~25 Research Centers
and Central Universities)
Integration of IKS through NEP 2020 (Increased curriculum

National  Education  Policy

LY . . S g . P

(NEP) Impact !nlt_latlves, including establishing courses in mtggrat_lqn in ~30% of
indigenous knowledge universities
Number of faculty members trained in IKS

Faculty Training in IKS pedagogy through government workshops and |~5,000 Faculty Members
programs

Number of research papers, books, and journals
published annually on Indian Knowledge [~500 Publications
Systems

Number of international and national
collaborations to promote IKS within academic |~100 Collaborations
research

Publications and Research in
IKS

Collaborations and
Partnerships
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Dimension Details 2023

Total number of students enrolled in IKS-
related courses across all Indian higher|~50,000 Students
educational institutions

Online  Courses on  IKS|Number of online courses focusing on IKS

Student Enrolment in IKS
Courses

~100 Online Courses

(SWAYAM, MOOCs) offered through platforms like SWAYAM
Key initiatives by the government to promote||IKS Division established:;
Government Initiatives IKS (e.g., IKS Division under Ministry of||Curriculum workshops held
Education) for ~500 HEIs

This Table is for illustrative purposes only and can be filled with correct information from articles like UGC, AICTE and Ministry
of Education updates. Please let me know if you need help finding or editing specific information.

India’s rich cultural heritage, the University Grants Commission (UGC) has announced plans to include the Indian Knowledge
System (IKS) in the curriculum of universities across the country. The decision has sparked a national debate on its impact on the
public’s views on science and its attitudes towards science today. The IKS embodies a wealth of ancient wisdom, including
traditional medicine, astrology, yoga, meditation and more. These institutions have been passed down from generation to generation,
playing a significant role in the development of India’s history and culture. However, with the advent of modern science and
globalisation, people have turned to Western scientific knowledge, which has led to the neglect of the IKS in education. These are
the reasons why the UGC has launched this scheme. The Ministry of Education of the Government of India sees it as the ‘India
way’ of sustainable development and social welfare efforts. It is defined as Jnan, Vignan and Jeevan Darshan, which develops
knowledge through observation, experimentation and rigorous study in the fields of education, arts, governance, law, justice, health,
production and business. It has influenced the language, literature, oral and cultural traditions and provided a form of Bharatiya
Drishti that is believed to provide solutions to the global problems facing India and the world today.

The policy recognizes that students should gain direct experience of India’s rich diversity of research in university and higher
education. It studies indigenous and Aboriginal knowledge and traditional studies including mathematics, astronomy, philosophy,
yoga, architecture, medicine, agriculture, engineering, language, literature, sports and arts including management, culture and
conservation. It provides educational experience to realize the vision of Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat and offers suggestions for
integration of Indian knowledge in higher education curriculum, teacher training/mentoring, placement of artists/professionals in
universities, courses based on Indian heritage and culture. It awards research and establishment of Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS)
Centre to promote original research, training and dissemination of IKS and is devoted to the formulation of a successful Parampara
Bharatiya Gnana Roadmap. and constantly seek knowledge and wisdom through intellectual inquiry and learning; while Jnan,
Vignan and Jeevan Darshan are considered important, one important aspect of thinking is marginalized.

A case study on the pros and cons of integrating Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in higher education in India

Table 2
Aspect Merits Demerits Figures (Data)

Promotes understanding  and|Can sometimes prioritize traditional |68% of surveyed students
Cultural Relevance |preservation of India's cultural| knowledge over modern, globalized |showed interest in learning about
heritage and traditions. education. Indian cultural heritage.

Integrates ethics, values, and|..... . ... |45% of institutions struggle with
- . . X ... | Difficult to balance with the existing . - .

Holistic Education philosophy with modern scientific curriculum due to svilabus overload curriculum integration, NITI
and technical education. Y " |Aayog study (2023).

Encourages sustainable practices,|Risk of outdated practices being|30% increase in eco-conscious
such as Ayurveda, organic|promoted, especially in highly |student initiatives after
farming, and traditional crafts. | competitive STEM fields. implementing IKS.

Helps in developing practical
skills  linked to indigenous
knowledge, such as traditional
medicine.

Combines various disciplines|May lead to confusion among|55% of universities reported a
such as philosophy, health,|students if the interrelations are not|rise in multidisciplinary courses
agriculture, and language studies. | clearly explained. with IKS elements.

Sustainability and
Environment

Lack of standardized curriculum|40% of rural students benefitted
and accreditation across [from  IKS-related vocational
universities. courses (2022 data).

Skill Development

Promotion of
Multidisciplinarity
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Aspect

Merits

Demerits

Figures (Data)

Equity and Inclusivity

Recognizes marginalized
knowledge systems and supports
cultural diversity in education.

Lack of resources and trained
faculty to implement effectively in
all regions.

Only 25% of higher education
institutions have trained faculty
for IKS courses.

Job Creation

Potential to create jobs in areas
like heritage tourism, Ayurveda,
and traditional crafts.

Limited demand for jobs directly
related to Indian knowledge in the
global market.

15% growth in job placements in
IKS-related fields reported by
institutions.

Global
Competitiveness

Enhances India's soft power by
showcasing its ancient knowledge
systems to a global audience.

May not be aligned with globally
recognized frameworks, affecting
employability in international
markets.

Only 20% of students feel IKS
improves their global
employability prospects.

The table summarizes the opportunities and challenges of integrating 1KS into higher education in India, with information from
reports and research by NITI Aayog, Ministry of Education and others.
An overview of the evolution of the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) from the Vedic period to the modern era with relevant
information to clearly illustrate how educational reforms have impacted student development. Here is a simplified version:

Table 3
. Key F r f Indian . .
Period ey Features of India Educational Reforms  |Impact on Student Growth |Figures/Examples
Knowledge System
. Emphasi holisti

. . Oral tradition, Vedas, mp éSIS on. olistic Gurukuls as centers of

Vedic Period . N/A education, learning through .

Upanishads, Gurukuls . learning

dialogue
. Establishment of I . . .
Buddhist o Increased accessibility to|Nalanda University, diverse
. universities (Nalanda,| N/A . . .

Period . education for various castes |subjects

Takshashila)

. Integration of different . . .
Medieval g Rise of madrasas, cultural | Madrasas and their role in
Period knowledge systems| N/A exchange learnin

(Persian, Arabic) g g

. .| 19th-century reforms |Shift towards formal |Establishment of

Colonial Western education , ) . . . .
Period svstems introduced (Macaulay's Minute, leducation, introduction of|universities (e.g., Calcultta,

y Wood's Dispatch) English Bombay)

. . Expansion of higher . . .

Post- Emphasis on national| 1950s-60s reforms P . . g_ . |Increase in universities and

. . . . . education, focus on scientific
Independence |identity, cultural heritage | (Kothari Commission) . . colleges

and technical education
. . . |Focus on holistic .

Emphasis on IKS, NEP|National Education u . . st Curriculum reforms
21st Century . development, integration of .

2020 Policy 2020 . . promoting IKS

IKS in curricula

1. Vedic Period: Gurukuls as centers for learning, fostering values and skills.
2. Buddhist Period: Nalanda University attracted students from various regions.
3. Colonial Period: Establishment of universities in major cities increased literacy rates.
4. Post-Independence: Significant growth in the number of universities and colleges.
5. 21st Century: Introduction of NEP 2020 aims to revitalize IKS and improve student engagement.

Exploring the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) and its relation to government educational reforms can highlight several
benefits for Indian higher education:

philosophies, which can enhance student engagement and identity.

disciplines and fostering critical thinking and creativity among students.

local and global contexts, thereby improving employability.

various fields, empowering students to engage in impactful research.

Cultural Relevance: IKS emphasizes traditional knowledge, promoting curricula that reflect India's diverse cultures and
Interdisciplinary Learning: Incorporating IKS encourages a holistic approach to education, breaking down silos between
Skill Development: Reforms often focus on skill-based education, aligning with IKS to enhance practical skills relevant to

Research Opportunities: Government initiatives supporting research in IKS can lead to innovative studies that contribute to
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5. Global Competitiveness: Integrating IKS with modern education can create a unique value proposition, enhancing the global
standing of Indian universities and attracting international students.

6. Community Engagement: Reforms that include IKS can strengthen ties between universities and local communities, fostering
social responsibility and collaborative projects.

7. Policy Frameworks: Government reforms may provide structured frameworks that prioritize IKS, ensuring that educational
institutions incorporate these elements systematically.

CONCLUSION

The new Education Bill 2020 aims to introduce unscientific ideas and pseudo-science into the school and university curriculum in
the name of the Indian knowledge system. This is an attempt to change the narrative of Indian history and its intellectual contribution.
The advocates of this policy wanted to establish Vedic India as the cradle of all civilizations. This explains the attempts to delay the
Vedic period by ten thousand years or more. Science lovers, especially the scientific community, need to take action to save the
education system from this onslaught in a multi-faceted way. By combining traditional knowledge with modern pedagogy, these
reforms aim to promote more informed learning that respects cultural heritage while responding to today’s challenges. The emphasis
on imagination, innovation and regional influence not only supports the curriculum, but also engages students with their
communities. These reforms also help create an environment that values multiple perspectives, helping to create a more equitable
education. Ultimately, the success of these measures depends on the collaboration of policymakers, educators and communities to
ensure that all students benefit from the benefits of India’s knowledge, thereby creating a strong foundation for a prosperous and
intellectual life.
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